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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 1 without prejudic 
claims 58-61 as indicated in the following 

. Pending 

1-27. (Cancelled) 



28. 
a) 



tt, amend claims 28-57 and add new 
list of pending claims. 

Claims 



(Currently Amended): A biopsy system, comprising: 

an elongate cannula which has a longitudinal axis, an open distal end with 

ajransverse dimension perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, a proximal 



end[[,]] and an inner lumen extending to and in fluid communication with 
the open distal end arid a l ong i tudinal axis ; 



b) 



c) 



a first tissue cutting element 
the cannula and which lies in 
cannula; 

an elongate stylet which is 



which Is disposed on the open distal end of 
a plane traversing the longitudinal axis of the 

slidably disposed at least in part within the 



inner lumen of the cannula, which is configured for axial translation 

i ; , " 

between a withdrawn; position and an extended position and which has a 
distal end having l arg e r a transverse dimensions dimension perpendicular 
to the longitudinal axis of the cannula that is larger than the transverse 



: i 



d) 



dimension of the operi distal end ol the elongate cannula; and 

' 1 i 

a second tissue cutting element which is disposed on a distal end of the 
stylet distal to the firstjcutting element and which lies in a plane parallel 
with the longitudinal axis of said et^4et cannula 
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high frequency electrical power source ane 
connected to the first tissue cutting elemerit 
thereto. 



29. (Previously Presented) Jh6 biopsy system of claim 28 wherein the first 

tissue cutting element has an electrosurgicjaj. cutting surface. 

• j 

30. (Previously Presented) The biopsy system of claim 29 including a first 
electrical conductor which has a first end configured to be electrically connected to a 



Jvhich has a second end electrically 

i 

to provide high frequency electrical power 



i 

31 . (Currently Amended) The biopsy system of claim 28 wherein the fifst 
second tissue cutting element has an electrosurgical cutting surface. 



32. (Currently Amended) Trie biopsy system of claim 31 including a 
second electrical conductor which has a first end configured to be electrically connected 
to a high frequency electrical power source and which has a second end electrically 



connected to the second tissue cutting element to provide high frequency electrical 
power theretoIDEi 



33. (Cu rrently Amended): The b 
distal end of the stylet has a substantially \ 
cutting surface of the second tissue cutting 
hemispherical head. 



opsy isystem of claim [[28]] 31 , wherein the 
hemispherical head and the electrosurgical 
element extends over the h e mi s ph e ric 



34. (Previously Presented): The 
elongate stylet comprises a shaft having a 
head having an insulative faistum-shaped : 



;3 
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i. 

pjroxirnal end and a distal end; and a conical 
b'ase portion and terminating in an apex 
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extended position; arid 

i 

a carrier drive, coupled to the carrie 
second positions. 



@oio 



portion spaced away from said shaft by said ! insulative base portion, wherein the second 
tissue cutting element includes the apex portion. 

35. (Previously Presented): The biopsy system of claim 28, including a driving 
unit coupled to the stylet for axially translating the stylet between the withdrawn and 
extended positions. 

36. (Currently Amended): The biopsy system of claim 35, wherein the drive 
driving unit has a translation mechanism, comprising 

a carrier connected to a proximal pertion of the stylet and movably mounted on 
the drive driving unit betweer^a first position in which the stylet is in the 
withdrawn position and a second position in which the stylet is in the 



for moving the carrier between the first and 



37. 
including 
a. 



(Currently Amended): The biopsy system of claim [[34]] 36, wherein tho 

a motor which has a drive shaftQJ] and wh e r e in tho oarrior drivo 
eompr i s e s: coupled to a drivescrew of the carrier drive coup l ed for 

i 

rotation w i th the drive shaft therewi th: and 



SFN67256.1 



a screw-driven mechanism cdupled between the drive screw and the 

carrier, whereby rotation of the drive screw in a first direction moves the 

• ■ I* ■ 

I 

carrier from the first position to the second position. 
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38. (Previously Presented): Ths iiopsy system of claim 28, including a return 

j ill* 

electrode to provide a return electrical path; for electrical current from the second tissue 

I 

cutting element. j 

i 

i 

39. (Cancelled) 



40. (Currently Amended): 



The biopsy system of claim [[39]] 38, wherein the 



return electrode is disposed on the elongate stylet. 



41 . (Currently Amended) j t ? e bio 3 ?Y system of claim [[37]] 38, wherein 



the return electrode is disposed on Lie elongate cannula. 



42. 

a) 



(Currently Amended): 



A biopsy system, comprising: 



b) 



proximal end[[,]] arid an; 
communication with the open 
a first cutting element whicf 



configured with at least one 

I "A 



dimension of the firs 



element; and 



SFS67256.1 



cutting 



©on 



an elongate cannula yvhich ipas a l ongitudinal axis, an open distal end A a 



linner lumen extending to and in fluid 



'distal eridtf,]] a l ongitud i nal axis ; 

i 1 ! 

" has a : tissue cutting surface that lies in a 



plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the elongate cannula and 
which has a transverse dimension lying in the plane; 



c) an elongate stylet wh'ch is sjjjJably disposed in part within the inner lumen 

' ,H : ■ ! : 

of the cannula § [[ f ]l ytfiich is ^configured! for axial translation between a 
withdrawn position and an Extended jposition and which has a distal end 



! ! 



I transverse dimension perpendicular to the 



longitudinal axis of i the Cannula that is larger than the transverse 



element in order to receive the first cutting 
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d) 



a second tissu e cutting element which isjdisposed on [[a]] the distal end of 
the stylet distal to the first cutting element and which has an elongated 
tissue cutting surface] Mm that lies in a plane parallel with the longitudinal 
axis of said styl e t the cannula , 



43. 



(Currently Amended) 

I . I! 

tissu e cutting element has an electrosurgfcal cutting surface 



connected to the first tissue cutting 
thereto. 

45. (Currently Amended) 
second tissue cutting element has 

46. (Currently Amended) 



The biopsy system of claim 42 wherein the first 



i 

< i 



44. (Previously Presented) T;he :biop$y system of claim 43 including a first 

i i 

1 : 
electrical conductor which has a first end configured tq be electrically connected to a 

high frequency electrical power source and which! has a second end [electrically 

element to prdtode;high frequency electrical power 



Tihe biopsy system of claim 42 wherein the fifst 
1,1:.; j 
an electrosurc|ijcal cutting surface. 



The biopjsy system of claim 45 including a 



second electrical conductor which has a first end configured to be electrically connected 

: i! 

•!.'!! 

to a high frequency electrical powefr sourcb and which ihas a second end electrically ! 
connected to the second t is su e cutting element to jprowde high frequency electrical 
power thereto. 



47. (Currently Amended) 
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.i ■ |! !• ! 

The biopsy system of claim 42, wherein the distal 



ical'head 



end of the stylet has a substantially hemispheric^! ihead and the second tissue cutting 

■< ■ Ii j : 

element extends over the homiGphor i o hemispherical head. 



6: 

I 
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48. 
a) 



(Currently Amended) 



fit biopsy 



system, comprising: 



an elongate cannula 1 having a ■ longitudinal axis, an open distal end f a 

i II ;. 

proximal end, an inner lumen extending to and in fluid communication with 

i f .! i ; 

the open distal end and a longitudinal axis; 

I .' | j 

a first tissue cutting: element disposed on the open distal end of the 



cannula lying in a plape traversing the longitudinal axis of the cannula and 



b) 



having a transverse dimension ; \ 
c) an elongate stylet which is slidajbly disposed in part within the inner lumen 



of the cannula , which js j corifigu 



fed for axial translation between a 



withdrawn position and an extended position and which has a distal end 



configured tp receive 



the first tissue 



d) 



a second tissue cutting element which is disposed on a distal end of the 
stylet distal to the first tissue cutting element and which lies in a plane 



parallel with the longitudinal axis 



transverse dimensions than 



cutting element ; and 



thelfirst 



49- (Previously Presented) The biopsy system of claim 48 wherein the first 
tissue cutting element has an elec^rosurgipf putli jg surface. 

50. (Previously Presented) TFhe bloosy system of claim 49 including a first 

I | . | ; i 
electrical conductor which has a first end .^configured to be electrically connected to a 

! 

high frequency electrical power source arid which has a second end electrically 

! i ■ 

I ; . j I 

connected to the first tissue cutting element tp pcoyide high frequency electrical power 
thereto. 
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51. (Previously Presentee!) ijhe; biopsy system of claim 48 wherein the ; 

second tissue cutting element has an etectrosiirgical cutting surface. 

1 'i j 

52. (Previously Presented) Tjhe ; biopsy system of claim 51 including a . 

'I ;|' • j | ; 

second electrical conductor which has a fifst end configured to be electrically connected 



to a high frequency electrical power source and w 

connected to the second tissue cubing element to 

i 

power thereto. ; 



53. (Currently Amended) 



i ! 



hich has a second end electrically 

s 

provide high frequency electrical 



he; biopsy system of claim 48, wherein thei 



distal end of the stylet has a substantiallyfhemisph'erical head and the second tissue 

I lil i 

cutting element extends over the hom i opHprio he mispherical head. 

I j .I 

54. (Previously Presented) TThe biopjsy system of claim 48, including a 



return electrode to provide a return 
tissue cutting element. 

55. (Cancelled) 

56. (Previously Presented) 



electrical path 



for electrical current from the second 



ej biopjsy system of claim 54, wherein the 



return electrode is disposed on the elongate 1 stylo 



57. (Previously Presented) {Fhi^ biopsy system of claim 54, wherein the 

! I ; i !, 

return electrode is disposed on the elongate cannula. 



58. (New): An electrosufgical device, comprising: 
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a) an elongated shaft wliiich has; a prox 



aoi5 



I 

mal end and a distal end with a 

i 

I 



transverse dimension: and which" has|an inner lumen extending within at 

I l '; l! 

least a part of a proximal shaft portion; 
b) a tissue cutting electrode whfch extends over and is secured to the distal 



end, which is spaced 



distal! 



from tine distal end and which has a chord 



length greater than trie transverse dimension of the distal end; and 



c) an electrical conductor whic|i has a ■ Irst end electrically connected to the 
tissue cutting electrode and Which ids a second end configured to be 

electrically connected to a high frequency electrical power source. 

■ 1 1 ■ 

(New): The electrosurgical device of claim 28, further comprising a return 



59. 



electrode effective to provide a return electrical path for electrical current from the tissue 

I 
t 

cutting electrode. 

60 (New)- The electrosurgical device of claim 59, wherein the return 

, fj 

electrode is contained on the elongated shaft. 

• M 

61 . (New): The electrosurgical device of claim 58, including an elongated 

i f : '■« i 

cutting member slidably disposed torthin this elongated shaft having a distal cutting 

j ' .;' 

surface transversely disposed withj respect to. a longitudinal axis of the shaft. 

I J : ■ 

62. (New): An electrosurgical device, comprising: 

a) an elongated shaft having aflohgitiicllnal axis, a proximal end and a distal 

| . 1 1 i , 

end with a transverse dimension perpendicular to the longitudinal axis and 
an inner lumen extending al least within a proximal shaft portion; 

b) a tissue cutting electrode wftich is 3 loured to the elongated shaft, which 
extends over the distal endlcjf the ahaft, which is spaced distally from the 
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distal end and which ijias a cjflord lenjgth greater than the transverse 
dimension of the distal end; 
an electrical conductor whic 
tissue cutting electrode and 
electrically connected 

i 

an elongated tissue cjutting 



inner lumen of the elongated: 



ha!s a first end electrically connected to the 
hich has a second end configured to be 
to a hfcjhjffequency electrical power source; and 

which is slidably disposed within the 

i 

rid which has a distal'tissue cutting 



ember 
shaft a 

surface transversely cJispose|d with respect to a longitudinal axis of the 
shaft. 



t 

t I 



! ! 

- I 



Ml 
!i! 

1f 



I i 
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